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D E R M ON 


| Preached before Her 


' MAIESTY 


' THE 


| QUEEN DOWAGER, 
| The 13th, Sunday after Pentecoſt, 1686. 


Luke c. XVH. 


And it came to to paſe as Jeſus went into Jeruſalem , there 


met bi ten Men that were Leyers. 


He whole Life of Chri upon Earth , 

as it was in it ſelf Divine, ſo it 
was to Men moſt Myſterious. "The 

words he ſpoke contained Truths for 'our 


Inſtruction , and the Actions he perfor- 


med , were ſo many convincing Ars 
guments of his tender Love and Aﬀection 
rowatds us. There met him, as we- read 
to day in the Goſpel, ten Lepers, Ob- 
jets of no leſs Horror then. Compaſſion, 
Az whole 
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whoſe exterior Mien and Aſpe&t was fo 
hideous and- deformed , whoſe Dilſcaſes fo 
contagious , that by the very Law they 
were baniſhed from Camp and City, and 
ſequeſtred from the common Society of 
Men : yet Chriſt, ever Rich in his Mercy , (us 
perabounding in his goodneſs, and who 
{o often made * profeſſion , he came into 
the World to heal the Sick and infirm, 
not the ſtrong and ſound ; nothing art all 
deterred with ſo loathſom and frightful a 
Spectacle, with a loving Countenance ad- 
vanceth towards them , and though they, 
as being conſcious of their ſad condition, 
out of a profound Reverence, and reſpeR, 
ſtood at a diſtance, Steterunt a longe : yet 
their ardent and reiterated Prayer , Jeſu, Mas 
fter , have Mercy on us, reached without de- 
lay the Throne of Grace ; their Petition was 
graciouſly admitted, a certain and ſpeedy 
Cure was promiſed with this only condi- 
tional Reſerve , that they ſhould return 
back and ſhew themſelves unto the Prieſts : 
with which order whilſt they willingly com- 
ply, his Goodneſs and Charity, in the very 
way, Prevents their hafty ſteps and delires ; 
for as they went , ſays the Holy Text, they 
found themſelves cleanſed and cured. Ft fa- 


um 


\ 
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fun et dum irent, mundati ſunt, Luke 17. 

verl. 14. | 

| That which literally and truly _ 

performed in curing a corporal Leproſy, 

was only a Type and Figure of what daily 

hapneth in the cure of a Leproſy of another 

nature, by ſo much the greater and more 

dangerous , by how all the part it af- 

fects, is more noble and ſpiritual. Who 

doth not conceive how that noxious and 

peſtilent Diſtemper paſſed from the Jew 

to the Chriſtian > How many to be found 

of all ranks and conditions, not ten , but 

thouſands, whole Souls are rendred more 

diſtorted , ugly and deformed by the foul 

Leprofy of Sin , than ever Leper was in the 

horrid Shape and Figure of his Body 2 God 

rant I may have no reaſon to addreſs my 

ſeas to ſeveral preſent here in. thoſe words, 

the Prophet Jeremy ufed ro the Daughters of 

Jeruſalem , Egreſſus eft a filia Sion emnis decor Jerem.Lamc. 

ejus: From the Daughter of Ston all ber beauty is _ 

and From the Childrert of the Church, 

from the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt , from 

the Spouſes of Chriſt is fled that Beauty and 

Splendor, ſo much admired and cheriſhed by | 

Angels, Dicite filu Sion mclyti &* amifti auro Thre. 422 — | 

puro; Tell me you illuſtrious Sons of S:- | 
on , 
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Thre. 4. 


Oſe. 1.9, 


077! yow Candidates of Janmpreality,..you who, 
one day without Spot or Blemiſh hope to 
mount nv Triumph into the Heavenly! Je- 
riſulem j. how comes. that  Nuptial' Garment , 
that ſpotiets Stolet Innocency received. from 
the :: Font of Baptiſm 5 :#0 grally:'to 'be 
fullied {rand ſo; impiouſly 'to:be defiled? Guo 
modo- obſoargtum eſt aurum, mutatus eſt coloy. op- 
tins? bew' epmes that-/pure Gold: of Chari 
ty; thar'weer.and/beft colourrat: Vertue to:be 
fo' ſtrangely chariged # The: time was when 
with the Spouſe mn the-Canticles:, you were 
whiter 'than-'the ':driven. » Szow., - more ruddy 
thei the Ruby, more-poltſhed then the Saphir ; 
thetime was when'you had not. a word which 
was not innocent, /a thought that was not 
Chaſt, anaction that was not :zgelical. But 
theſe Ornaments' are :gone, theſe. Flowers 
blafted and decayed. Dentgrata eſt ſuper Carbo- 
nes facies eorum. And on the contrary, your 
Face is become blacker then a Coaliz and 
your ſelves more abominable 'then the things 
you have loved. Abalienati ſunt in Confuſu- 
nem, & fafti ſunt abominabiles, ficut ea que di- 
lexerunt. There needs no Apology for fo an 
unexpected a change. It is (this general 
and Fpidemical Diſcale ef Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, which as a Leproſy hath overrun the 
great 


Th Queen: Downfir ei3e » 


oreat — of Chriſtianity , deſtroyed the 1u- 
{ter,and defaced the Beatvtiful. Features of our 
Soul, with the _— and Scurf of a corrupted 


lifes (5: 10146 pi frtficI £7 
Drenden tow tqqve guſt; gk 
and Paſſion: to day eq mem mp though 
inviſible, yet commonly. fatal,: by: fhewing 
you in-my firſt Part,” whar afirangs: change: 3 
Spirituat. Leproſy: Worketh\imi's Souls baw, 18t 
feQious it is in it Telf, and how -tomtagigus 
to others; 'In 'my Second. leſt, [rhjs'; evi 
ſhould xeach thei Heart ad. Vicals|, my n+ 
cent fhall: be to: pgbpdle :fo. effiqacious a;Rg: 
metly.,' that as the neb/L pers dj [ Ho; 1 hope 
every one preſeat:z; as they , depart” from 
chis: ſacred Plate yi:may.by, the; vertug and 
Mertytof' (brig; -find: ;vrhemſelyes.'throughly 
cleifed: aaind-rnbleden 'Bit:bow ſhall this: 1Pwe 
Heart be Created? Who. ſhall renew. this 
right Spirit, within 42 It i316 yaw, Q; Holy:Cres- 
ror, whoſe . alliftance' nnd helgi the-{Gbuxch 
{0 ofterrimplorts'; Veni;SHatoriEprgitns'z Gone 
then O- Holy Spirit , -luVa _ ft Jordidum , 
waſh what 1s foul; rir: qdbd. oft aridum , 
Watet.,' whats: dry 1/an« ynod:eſ} fatcium,, 
heat what is wounded: [Theſe Favoups we:ns 
way! better- icawipbtaing; chþn-by che .inker- 
ceſfion'.of the! ever Pare. and>ZImmatulate :#i- 
gin, by ſaying, Ave,Maria. The 
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The firſt Part. 


T is 2a common Axiom in Philoſophy , 
4A 'that nothing appears in clearer colours, 
than when it is ſer off by its contrary, and 
that the light never receives greater luſter 
than by-the oppoſite Shade. Contraria juxta 
ſe peſita magis eluceſemt. To the end then 
we may have a true and right. proſpective 
of the horrid form of a Soul, disfigured 
by Sin, I will place the ſame before you 
in amore altalt Proſpe& of its native 
Worth and Dignity. Man according to his 
own Nature , is of a noble Race, ſtamped 
at his Creation , according to the likeneſs 
of his: Maker, and though moulded of Clay 
and Earth ; yet by the Divine Breath reccived 
an Immortal Subſtance , a Spiritual being , 1 life- 
giving Soul ; which being the. beft part, and 
not mtich inferior to the Angels , raiſed him 
above the grolſer Region of ſenſe and mar- 
ter, and inveſted him with the Soveraignty 
of this lower World. Grace yet ſtill impro- 
ved his Fortune : for his nature by a ſtrange 
Union 'of Love, being eſpouſed to the Di- 
vinity., he aſcends to'a higher Rank : He is 
adopted the Son of God , deſigned Heir - 
the 


the Queen Dowager. 


the Kingdom of Heaven; and by conſe- 
quence, being of ſo noble a condition and 
| Race, ought never to degenerate from the 
worth of his Extraction. Acknowledge 
then O Chriſtian Soul your Dignity , conſider 
who is your Head, of what Myſtical Body 
you are a Member: call to mind that from 
all Eternity you were predeftinated to be a 
Holy , Pure, and an elefted People, a Royal 
Prieſthood without Spot or Blemiſh ; to whom 
Chriſt , that he might diſtinguiſh you from 
all other baſer and viler Se&s, hath given 
a new being in the Font of Baptiſm , bath 
waſhed you with his ſacred Blood , inſpi- 
red into you not a breath of Life, as in 
your Creation , but his ever Holy and Vivi- 
{yg Spirit. O that it were in my power 
to deſcribe unto you, as it were in paſling, 
the beauty of an innocent and juſt Soul, 
embelliſhed with the Ornaments of Sanfify- 
ing. Grace, All things in Heaven and Earth 
fall ſhort thereof ; the ſacred Scripture ſeems 
to labour in finding out rich Compariſons, 
noble Titles whereby to give a right Idza 
of ſo amiable an Object ; ſuch a Soul is cal- 
led in one place, the Temple of the Living 
God, in another, the Sanftuary of the Holy 
Ghoſt , in a third place, the Seat of Wiſdom, 

B el(e- 
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clicwhere the Throne of the Sacred Trinity, Now 
again ſhe is compared to a Spox/e, {ct forth 
on tae day of her Nuptials, with all the 
State and Pomp imaginable ; then to a 
Cucen adorned with the Royal Robes of 
Gold, with a Scepter of Immortality: in her 
Hand , and a Crown of glory on her Head ; 
till at lengech by Participation of the Divine 
Attributes, ſhe is even ftiled a little God. Ego 
d:xi Dy eſtis vos v5 filu excelfs omues, But her 
chief glory is from within; according to that, 
Onnis decor filie Regis ab mtus ;' invilible, it” is 
true, to the Eyes of Mortals , but yet no- 
thing is {ſo taking and. charming;'to thoſe of 
immortal and.,pure. Spirits. ::, The :wnder/tand- 
ing like aSun, 1s-always {hining with the 
bright rays of Supernatural Truths , the Me- 
mory looking back. with :Gratitude upon 
paſt favours and benefts: the Will as.a. Phe- 
nix , conſuming in chaſte and holy deſires. As 
in Heaven, lo nothing here finds admittance, 
but what is-frre and clean. Irregular mo- 
tions and Appetitcs ,. are either quiet or f1- 
lent; or it-they tend to Mutmies or Rebel- 
lion, they are prelently checked, and 'for- 
ced. to remain in a due Subordination to 


Reaſon, and to follow the train of Princely 


Vertues. . In a word , nothing comes 1o 
home 


the (Lueen Dowager, + t1 


home to a true and full deſcription of her, 
as what Exekel gives us, under the Perlon 
of the King of Thrus, c. 28. Tu ſignaculim 
ſimulitudmis plenus ſapientia &+* decore , im delitus 
Paradiji fuſti, omnis lapis pretioſus operimentum 
tum. You, my dear Chriſtian Brother , 
though never fo flighted by Men, though 
never ſo poor , and of a low Extraction , 
as long as your Soul bears the Charatter oft 
Gods holy Grace, you are a lively Copy 
of that great and uncreated Original , you 
are pertect in Beauty , and ablolute in V/iſ- 
dom; you walk in the ways and delights 
of Paradiſe : every vertue as a pretious Stone 
1s your Ornament, and therefore no won- 
der that the Conſi/tory of the ſacred Trimity , 
hath made a ſolemn promiſe , ad ewn venie- 

mus, C& manſtonem apud eum facienius. We will ,., 2; 
come to ſuch a Heart, to dwell there by 
Grace , command by. our Law., and raign 
by our Glory. Happy, and thrice happy 
ſtate, if it were but conſtant and permanear. 
But behold a ſuddain change, a ſur- 
priſing Metamorphoſis, when this charming 
Beauty, and: iplendor of the Soul , begins 
ro degenerate into a. Spiritual Leproſy; le is 
no Romantick Fable, but a Catholick and an 
eternal Truth , that of all Evils,, Sin is the 
B 2 greats 
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oreateſt ; though I know nothing that is 
more eaſily committed, and nothing leſs 
taken into conſideration : and herein con- 
fiſts our Weakneſs and Miſery , that we 
can never be brought to conceive a ſuffici- 
ent horror of it. We grow , weary and 
impatient with ſo many Repetitions, and 
ſo much inculcating from the Pulpit , and 
in Schools, that Sim is the only Evil to 
be avoided and feared ; and whillt this day- 
ly leſſon is rung in our Ears, we are apt 
in the mean time to flatter our (elves, that 
the Monſter is not ſo foul as he is painted: 
From words then, let us proceed to proofs. 


What more Beautiful then the Soul of a 
juſt Man, of which I have ſpoken ? God in- 
viteth every one to contemplate the Har- 
monious Symmetry and proportion of ir. 
Ecce pulcra es amica mea, & macula non eſt in 
te, ecce tu pulcra es. And yet what more de- 
formed , what more disfigured then the ſame, 
when once it is infefted with the Malignant 
Leproſy of Vice and Wickednels ? A dark 
night of ignorance overſhadows the wunder- 
Ftanding,- the active powers become languiſh- 
ing, and unprofitable ; the Will is debauch- 
ed, and makes her ſelf an Idolatreſs to every 
LCC > 3 NN. 


the Queen Dowager, 


Creature. That once fo beautiful Fabrick 
becomes a perfect reſemblance of the fir/t 
confuſed Chaos of the World, for as much 
as being void of the light of Vertue, there 
remains a meer Abyſs of diſorder : all its 
Dictamens and Actions reliſh of nothing bur 
Earth, Sence, Carnality and Pleaſure; the irre- 
gular Paſſions of the Appetite are without 
command, Words without Bridle or Re- 
ſtraint, Life without Rule or Reaſon. What a 
Horror and Confuſion muſt it be ro a Chris 
ſtian to conſider that he who not long be- 
fore was the Temple of Sanctity , the Darling 
of Divine Providence , is now become the Slave 
of the Devil, a Veſſel of Infamy, a Retreat for 
Impure Spirits, an Object of God's hatred and 
deteſtation. The effefts which follow this 
change can never be thought on without a 
flood of Tears. The Capital of Grace that was 
lent us, in conſideration of which God juſtly 
expectcd from us a reaſonable Intereſt of Good 
| Works; the Peace of Conſcience, both the Mo- 
ral and Spiritual Life, which conſiſted in the 
poſſeſſion of Vertue and SanCtity, are deſtroy- 
ed; nay the very natural efſence of Man, which 
is chiefly placed in the Chara&ter of Reaſon, is 
in ſome meaſure defaced , and nothing to be 
diſcerned, which in all reſpe&s is not impt- 

| oully - 
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ouſly proplianed. Thole illuſtrious Titles 
of the Adopted Sons of God , and Firs of Pa- 
radiſe , thole noble Pretenſions to the Kingdom - 
of Heaven are utterly aboliſh'd and cancell'd, 
The Heavens ſee this change, and not without 
horror ; the Saints and they are aſtoniſhed , the 
Angels and they weep, Angeli pacis amore flebant, 
whilſt the deceived Sinner ridet & moritur , 


Jaughs and dies. 
O unadviled, fooliſh, and miſtaken Jorld , 


how unjuſt is thy Proceedings ! after ſo many 
Aſleverations concerning the uglineſs and ma- 


| lice of Si drawn from the irrefragable Teſti- 


mony of Holy Writ, I do not know how it 
comes to paſs that whatſoever is ſpoken in 
this kind, ſeems to be caſt to the Wind ; and 
becauſe we find but few who refrain them- 
ſelves from offending God grievouſly , we 
are apt to imagine , that he who with Zeal 
and Vigour pleads 'againſt the Vices of the 
Age , and endeavours to lay open their De- 
formity , 1s either impoſed upon himſelf, or 
would impole upon others. But my com- 
fort is, that I ſpeak to thoſe whoare moved 
by Reaſon and Truth, not by Railery and 
Conceits ; he who on the contrary imagines 
this ſubje& to be only a common Topick of 

| | the 


the Queen Dowager. 


"I 


the Preacher, an efſay of Wit and Diſcourſe, 
is fitter for the Mozsks of Arabia, or the 
Temples of the Gentiles; and for thoſe that 
firmly believe Sin to be a greater evil then 
I -can explicate, or you underſtand , and 
yet (not ſo' much out of Frailty ot Nature, 
or Vehemency of Temptation, but out of a 
barbarous Levity , a bilar kind of Genus , 
meerly for Oſftentation ſake for a Nothing ) 
do- not only - commit , but perſevere in the 
fame,' what Conceit to frame of them, I know 
not. You who all day feed upon TIniquity , 
and 'drink it in'as Water, to you I ſpeak, 
whonot ſti1ying-till you be tempred by the 
Devil, do by an' anticipated and improved 
Malice prevent his Suggeſtions , make Detra- 
FAions pals for Paſtimes, Revenge for Genero- 
fity; and all'\ forts of - Impiety for Gallantry , 
anſwer me to the Queſtion propoſed long ſince 
by 'S. Chry/oſt. in his 18. Hom. Quomodo te bye 
mana anima preditum eſſe intelligam & How ſhall 
7 know that you are endowed With a rational Soul? 
The Nature of every thing is to be ga- 
thered from irs Method and Manner of ating, 
not from its exteriour Form or Figure. Waat 
Life is that you lead from Morning till 
Night 2 You eat, drink, walk and follow 
whatſoever your ſenſual Appetite leads you 
£0. 
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to, And doth not your Horle or your Dog 
do as much as this amounts to 2 Homo cum in 
bonore eſſet non .intellexit , comparatus eſt jumentis 
inſipieutibus, & ſimilis fatus eſt ills: Man be- 
ing in honour did not underſtand himſelf ; he 
compared to ſenſleſs Brutes, and/ become like unto 
them. What time do you allot to the lifting 
up your Mind to God ? When do you think 
of what is paſt in order to Repent, of what 
is preſent to amend, or to diſpoſe more 
cautiouſly of the furure ? You grant that e- 
very grievous Offence robs you of Grace, 
and of an eternal weight of Glory ſubſe- 
quent to it 3 that it threatens you with a 
Temporal Puniſhment in this Life , and an 
everlaſting one in the Next: and yet what 
difference do you make betwixt a Crime of 
ſo fatal Conſequence, and an Aion that is 
alrogether indifferent? Do you not ſport 
your ſelves alike with both, and- remain as 
unconcerned after the one as the other ? 
Dear Chriſtian Brother , if your Condition 


| were ſuch , that after every Sin you com- 


mitted, you were to loſe an Arm, a Leg 
or an Eye, vou would think of it cwice be- 
fore you would engage your elf in ſo raſh 
an Attempt ; and yet Faith teacheth us that 


by ſuch an Offence you loſe incomparably 


more, 


— — ay 
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more, to wit, Ged and your own Sowl., and 
in the mean time you are nothing . moved 
thereat, Was there ever madneſs like to this, 
to believe as we do, and a& and live ſo con- 
trary to what we believe? The true reaſon of 
this irrational proceeding is, That the one is a 
ſenſible loſs, and by conſequence we preſent- 
ly feel the effe&t of it ; the other relates to 
things wholly ſpiritual , which commonly in 
this Life we liccle value or comprehend. Con- 
ſonant to which are the words of S. Paul, 

1 Corinth. c. 2. V. 14. Animalts autem homo non 
percipit ea que ſunt Spiritus Dei: A Man that 
is plunged in Delights, that is drowned in his 
Pleaſures, that is charmed with the dazling 
and falſe luſtre of preſent Objects, doth not 
caſily comprehend thoſe things which belong 
to the;Spirit of God. But when the Eyes of 
our Body are cloſed, and thole of our Soul 
are opened, we ſhall then underſtand that 
the Divine Oracles delivered by him, who is 
Truth it ſelf, concerning Sin, uſed no hyper- - 
bele or exaggeration ; no looner ſhall we be ſub- 
tracted from the Juriſdiction of Time, and 
entred into the Region of Eternity, but the 
-firit thing we ſhall Rand amazed at will be 
this; How it was poſlible that we ſhould 


Ds 
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follow and adore, as fo many Deities, thoſe 
hideous Idels and Monſters of Sin and Wicked- 
neſs. In a moment will occur unto our me- 
mory thoſe words ſuggeſted by Enfebins Gal- 
licanus : Whi eftis concupiſcentie ? ubi eftis tHecebre? 
ergone al horam momentaneas & fugitivas injeciſtts 
deleflatianes ut aternas poſtea inferretis anguſtias-? 
Where are you now 0 wicked Defres ? Whither 
are you gone you fond Delights and -vam AMllure- 
ments 2. have you fed my deluded Appetite for an 
hour with fading and imagiunry Pleaſares , that 
afterwards you might afflick me with an Eternity 
of Torments? This Conſideration it was that 
made ſo deep an impreſſion on the hearts of 
the Saints, and canſed that with in S. Arſelm, 
who often. profefled he would. rather deſcend 
into the Flames of Hell in the ſtate of DÞmo- 
cency , then purchaſe the greateſt and moſt 
laſting Pleaſures at the Tas rate of com- 
mitting a mortal Sin. This it was that 
made Blanch, Queen 'of France, ſo often re- 


| In vit S, Lu- iterate her Prayer, That her Son Lewis 


might rather fall dead at her Feet, than e- 
ver be ſo unhappy as to offend God. grie- 
voully : which pious Expreſſion of hers 
wrought {o powerfully upon the Soul of 
this young Prince , that he ever afrer was 

more 


a 
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more renowned for the ſplendor of his Ver- 
ues, than for that of the Throne he fate on. 
This Motto it was which has layn fo 
deeply engraven'd in the Mmds of all thoſe 
who ever made profeſſion of Sanftity, Tan 
quam a facie colubri fuge peccatum ; Fly from Sin gg ®<dcL.21. 
from the face of a Serpent. 


They underſtood right this important 
Trurh, Thac che Malice of «Sin is not only 
infectious in ic felf , but likewiſe contagious 
to others. This Spiritual Leproſy is not- con+ 

_ rent only to feed upon' the Yeins it poſleſleth, 
but ſeeks a larger Sphere wherein te: ſpread 
its Venome. IF the Diſeaſe ic ſelf be dan- 

rous, the approach unto it is'no-leſs. In 

the Fifth of Nionbers., we read how that Mh- 
ſes received expreſs Orders from God , that 
every _ was tobe caſt out of the Camp, 
leſt they ſhould. infe&t others. Precipe filiis Iſo 
rae, &c. There was nothing more ſrictly- 
obſerved than this in the Old Law, becaule 
by long Expcrience they found that not only 

| the Touch and the Company,, buc \ the very 

Sight thereof was ominons, dilaſteraus, and 

catching ; and: therefore as we read to day 
in the Goſpel, Steterumt a longi , the ten Le- 
| C 2 | pers 
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pers Stood at a diſtance. O that we uſed but 
half that induſtry and labour in the New Law , 
in preſerving our Souls from the infe&tious 
Company of the Wicked , ſeeing that the 
Mmd is more prone to ſuck in Poylon then 
the Body. 


Parents and Maſters of Families, it is here 
that in a more particular manner I addreſs. 
my ſelf unto you, and conjure you by what- 
ſoever is ſacred and venerable amongſt Chris 
ſtians, That you ſpare. no pains or induſtry 
in watching over thole whom God hath com- 
mitted to your Charge, and chat you imploy 
your Authority efficaciouſly in keeping them 
from the Converſation of thoſe, who. by 
their bad Example and looſe Life, may 
work upon their tender years, ſeeing, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, You are one day to render a 
ſevere account for their Souls. As the Devi 
has no way more ſure and infallible. to per- 
vert Mens underſtanding, than to- procure 
that bad Principles and erroneous Diftamens be 
inſtilled into them whilſt they are young and 
capable” of receiving any Impreſſion ; fo he 
hath no ſurer way to empoiſon the will , then 
to engage it betimes in the Snares of evil 
| -'5 Com- 


the Queen Dowager. 


Company, and ſo ſet before it the bad Ex- 
ample of others, before it knows the diffe- 
rence betwixt Good and Eyil. Example is the: 
Pole towards which , like the Needle in the 
Compaſs, their Hearts and Aﬀe&ions turn 
chemſelves continually; it is the Rule to 
which they ſquare their Life and Atons: 
They willingly tread in the Paths of thoſe 
who go belos them , and their Nature be- 
ing ſociable and flexible, they willingly at- 
fe&t to ſay and do with the Company 3. the 
Stream and Crowd of many carrys'them a- 
way with*violence ; and the Example of 0- 
thers paſſing with them for a Law, holds an. 
abſolute Soveraignty over their Hearts. Bur 
above all, the Example of Great men -ma- 
keth the deepeſt Impreflion : they ſeem to be 
placed in the Firmament off Honour like ſo ma- 
ny Stars, to- influence the Popular World , 
and produce therein either good or bad effects, 
according to their different Aſpe&ts. Place 
what you will upon the Altar of Honour, let 
it be Gold or Wood , a Man or a Beaſt, 
Vice or Vertue, it will be bath adored and 
imitated. Of how great conſequence then 
muſt 'it be to remove the render years of 
Imocency from that-Company , from that Ex- 
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ample which infe&ts more than a Leproſy , and 
Poylonerh more than the :moſt venomous 
Serpent. That which chiefly preſerves the 
flower of Youth in the height of Grace and in- 
teriour Beauty , 1s a certain plous Fear, a 
vertuous Baſhfulneſs, which , as great Ter- 
tulkan affirms, ftandeth like 2 Life-guard or 
faithful ,Centinel, ro keep oft whatſoever 
carries. the leaſt reſemblance of evil : Omne 
malum natura timore &* pudore perfndit : And 

et thele lovely Flowers, how ſoon come 
they to be blaſted by the contagious Breath of 
a diſfolute Libextine? 


How many innocent and ſpotleſs Youths 
have proteſted with .the Patriarch Joſeph, 
Quomodo pofſum hoc malum: facere? How is it 
poſſible that I, who, have been. brought up in 
the fear of God, ſo well inſtructed by my 
Parents. and: Teachers, ſhould ever commit 


this evil? 1I-will rather loſe the ſweetneſs of 


this Life, than the purity of my, Soul ; till 
at length , being unfortunately engaged and 
entangled in the Company, ef - ochers., that 
natural bluſh begins by. little and) lictle to, va- 
niſh, the Alarwm of Conleienge to beiquiet.and 
fileat , the Fearof God retjees , and Sin ap- 

x pears 
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pears no more ſuch a Bugbear as before, and 
ſo at length he falleth into'all' Irregularities , 

and is aſhamed (as S. Auguſtine relateth of him- 
ſelf before his Converſion) not to-be altoge- 

ther ſhameleſs : Pudet non effe impudentem.” But 
I will touch.no more upon a Subject: which 
daily Experience teacheth us to be true, and 
which fo many lament, but know nor: how 
to put a top ro it , or ' what —— to-ap- 


ply. 


E return again to thole who find themſelves 
unhappily infeſted with this Diftemper, -which 
is ſo exceſſively horrid and deformed. Miſes 
rere anime tue' placens Deo, ſaith' the Wiſe» 
man, Fccluſ. 30. wv. 24 Fave Compaſſion of 
your own Soul, by endeavouring to pleaſe God 
to whom you are ſo dear , in whoſe fight you 
ate ſo precious. What do we not do forthe 
preſervation of a Temporal , and as I may call 
it, a dying life? Gold and Pearl are reduced 
into' Medicines to prelerve and maintain it ; 
the remoteft Corners of the World are fearch- 
ed into for Remedies to repair it. We read, Philde Comiz 
Lewis the Eleventh King of France , allowed i 
his Phyſician Six hundred Crowns a day du- 
ring the time he could keep him alive... We 


are 
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are all ſtrangely bent upon the Cure of this 


miſerable periſhing Body ; but where is he. 


+ Iſa. 17.v.1. 


Joan.c.5.v.6. 


to be found whole cares are ſcrioully em- 
ployed about the thoughts of a Life that 
15 eternal, and about the welfare of his Soul 
which is immortal ? Juſtus, laith that Holy 
Prophet, .perit, &* non eſt qui recogitet corde, 
The juſt.man periſheth,and who taketh notice 
of it 2 If a Friend dye, the hardeſt hearts melt 
into Tears ; and if our Souls dye to Divine 
Grace by Sin, who keeps the Funeral? who 
either changeth his Countenance or his Gar- 
ments? Miſerere anime tux placens Deo. Ah 
my dear Chriſtian -Brother , be ſo juſt to 
your ſelf, as to: take more, care. hereafter of 


that which ought tq be ſo dear unto you. 


The Danger, though it be great, yet I hape 
it is not incurable. Our Saviour, metbinks, 
puts .that charitable queſtion to us to day, 
Which he did to a poor Leper upon another 


occaſion; V ts ſanus freri 2 My Friend 8 -have 


J0u mind to be cured ? Whoris {o- carelels of his 


own good, and ſo much anenenny to himſelf, 
as not toreturn the ſame Anſwer that the Leper 


. did ; Volo: O Lord.1; am; willing, it is my 


.only deſire and wiſh;;'Jeſ« Preceptor , miſerere 
nei ; Jeſu Maſter, hays mercy.on-me, and vouch- 


ſafe 
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fafe to-cure me. The manner of ' which Cure 
ſhall be the SubjeCt of my - Second: Part , and 
the Subje&t of your Majeſties Royal: Patience 
and Attention. <1 fs A 


The Second Part. 


Lthough Leproſy be a Diſtemper, which 

A as long as it only remains in-the 'ſu- 

A. perficies or exterior parts, is judged 
curable ; yer when it hath once ſunk in, and 
eaten into the Body, it is look'd upon as alta- 
gether paſt Remedy , all human ſuccour is 
uſeleſs, and nothing left to the poor afflited 
Patient, but ſadneſs and deſpair. Much after 
the ſame manner, the Spiritual Leproſy of Sin , 

| as long as by ſingle and ſeldom perpetrated 
acts, and thoſe occaſioned meexly by human 
frailty, want of timely advertency and the 
yehemence of Temptation , reſides as it 
7 . - were inthe Surface of the Soul, it gives us 


when once by ſtrong and inveterate habits it 
hath eaten in like a Cancer , and ſpreading it 


ſelf 


hopes of an eaſie and perfect Cure. But- 


_—_— 
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lf rhrough all the Powers, has kept it now 


for many yas in.a miſerable and languiſh- 
ing Condition: then the ; wars + {4 Patient ſets 


.ting before his Eyes the horrid. and frightful 
Landskip of his former ſinful Life, paſſerh 


from the height of Preſumption, to the other 
extream of Deſpair, crying out with wicked 
Cain, Gen. 1. My Iniquity is greater then I can hope 
for pardon 5 he begins to cloſe with the Opini- 
on of Averroes the Philoſopher, that ſworn E- 
nemy of Chriftianicy, Lex Chriſtianoruam, Lex 
Inpoſpvinw 3 That the Law of Chriſtians.is 
Law :ofithings which are- impoſſible. * Ay 
E Sir, {aich-age, to what end do yau:propofe 
<to me a; Remedy, whoſe wounds are mor- 
&« rg], whoſe;/ins aro numberleſs,and'ro whom 
«.aH fort of Debauchery is 'become 2 fecond 
« Natuze, Whathopes is there that 1 ſhonld 
<« exer come to be conftant'in God's Service, 
« who ſor.a moment cannot-abſtain from thoſe 
<« Cximesthatiprovoke his Juſtice. Tris in vain 
<« to.go-about to. make me patient, who at 
&« every thadow of an Injury am apr to break 
<« into;the greateft.cxcoſs of Paſſion. *Tis in 
< vain to perfwateqeto a conſtant method 
&« of living welt, who tor fo long/atime'have 
©* been a. Slave to. my brutifh Inclinations and 
| « unclean 


the Liren Paweger.. QUE, 
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_ < ciheleah Nefires, [Ratherg ive-me leave, 
« fike the wearted has, tg" deſpair” of 'beitis 
© 2ble to go any further ;' permit me'then to 
« ſpend my days in a quiet and uninterrupted 
(purfair under: the ſhades of my Pleaſures 
© and Paftimes: ' We poor” - Sinners / being 
«loaded and faſtned with' the Chains of 'a 
« hundred bad Habits and: vicious Cuſtoms 
* can never hope to enter into the Liberty of 
<« the Sons of God. ' Sv it is implns thin in pro- 


funilwn venerit, contemmit omnia :' The: bnpious/ yes Prov. 11; 


Then he is come into the bottom -of- wickedneſs", 
temneth all things; as thoſe. did in £4 33, 
Our Iniqnities- are 'dbvvt"us, "we pite away in” * 
wil of thent', tw eb ſhll velive?” rs 


"This Gs ths Limeneable whe dire elelivof the. 
lepofy of Shi", to wit,, a eſpetate” Refokution 
&f eniting into'an AbyBof the oft dareſts. 
ble Eriormirics, thereby t6- Rifle "the Yernorſe 
and rr6nble of 'Confeichce, concluding with 
that Witke? p ptirpoſe of the People of Wſratl tick = 
long ifter- thier goitig' mo Captivity trto- Bas 
byton': 'We are now grown deſperate , and” thevifove 
we will'hereafter follow our own Inventions; . and: e- 
Very onÞ' of _ the  whekedntſs of birheate: 
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- . But hold alittle; raſh and pulillanimous 


Sinners,. whoſe hearts. are [thus miſ-led with 
diftidence and deſpair, as if you were left 
without Remedy. Quid turbati eſtis, £7" cogi- 
tationes aſcendunt in corda veſtrg * Why care you 
troubled, and ſuffer ſuch rhoughts, as theſe to 
enter into Your mind 5 If., we were only to 
look upon our own corrupt Nature, inveterate 
Habits, and-vicious Inclinations, I might per- 
haps be the firſt to tempt you. to Deſpair. We 


+ are all loſt if-we rely. gnly..upon human Re- 


medies. ' Rather conſider the Example of the 
ten Lepers belonging | to this day ;. ro whom 
had they, recourſe? in whom did. they place 
their confidence ?- was it. not in the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of Chrift ? Jeſu Praceptor , miſerere no- 
ſtri: Jeſus Maſter, have mercy on us. You rea- 
dity acknowledge that, you. lay under a Dis 
temper fo much rhe more. deiperate , by. how 
Much the evil :is more ſpiritual :.- I. will not 
flatter you ; [I believe what you ſay; but give 
melleaveto anſwer.you.in;;thoſe, comfortable 
words of. S. Auguſtine, . Serm. 1 5. de .T empore.. 0 
homo quicunque illam peccatorum multitudinem atten- 
dis,cur W* onnuipotentiam @' bonitatem Celeſtis Me- 
dici non attendis ? O\ man. whoſoeyer you are, who 
only enter. into the conſideration of the multitnde 
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of your fins, Why do you not conſider likewiſe the 
Omnipotency and Bounty of the Heavenly Phyſician ? 
_ Fakethen-firſt an exact view of his Nature, 
then of his Power and: his Promiſes, and laſtly 
of his tendernels in giving us a Remedy, and 
fe what reaſon you have to-deſpair.. | 


As for its Nature, it is Goodneſs it ſelf , and 
his continual work is either to prevent our Mi- 
ſeries by his Favours , or to take them awa 
by his Mercy. - Never was Sclf-love ſo paſſio- 
nate in: the-purſuit of its own Intereſt, as he 
is in ſeeking'of our Eternal Good + he-is ever 
conquering us with his love, alluring 'us with. 
his benefits, and accounts himſelf well dealt 
with, if we do but thankfully receive them, 
TFo-puniſh, is a work eſtranged from his Na- 
ture,- nor doth he ever unſheath the Sword 
of his Juſtice until our crying- Sins have for- 
ced him-to do it. In all his Works he is ad- 
mirable ; but thoſe of his Mercy and Good- 
neſs far exceed the - reft; Miſericordia ejus: ſuper 
omnie Opera ejus. He who to oath never 
ſweat one drop , to pardon: us ſhed many a 


Tear, ſweat Blood in abundance, led a Life 


in continual labour, and dyed at length upon 
a'Crofs in exceſliye pain and anguiſh... What 
Senn tn Beet? mor: 


pI 
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| more can I ſay ; He is a Father, a Father 
| of Mercies, and God .of all Comfort : Pater 
s | Miſericordiarum, &* Deus totins Conſolationis. 
I} .2ad Cor. c:1- He ts not ſtinted fo, as to have but one 
Blefling to beſtow , as or was ; but bath 
incomparably more to dilpence, then we have 
wants to ſupply. In a word , He is a Fa- 
ther whole unlimited Goodneſs ought not to 
be meaſured by our mean and narrow heart- 
ed Condition. Nuuquid oculi tibi carnei ſunt 
( faith Holy Job ) aut ficut videt homo,, 0" tu 
Videbis ?; Lord, are thy eyes like the eyes of fleſh, 
&r is you manner of ſeeing like that of Man * 
Maa loſes his Patience. even. at the furlt In- 
jury ; 'bis Eye a6 ſoones pexceives the Fault, 
but his Heart 18. .b&nt pon Revenge ; / one 
 Afﬀeont'is kafhdient iQ (infllwe-our :Palfuan,,. One 
ſmall offence is.ahle to. þlor, out; che.memory 
of many. former good; 4urns; whlſ} a bad 
one thall be engraved. as it were in; Stcel , 
and rexpain upon perpaual Recor. IH we 
be wronged by any. qne, ; andithat perchance 
by miſtake or igaorenee; we have. not the 
Patience to-fee himin ous preſence 5 we change 
solour upon kearing has: very, 'aame;: bus to 
ententdin him aga4 with thoie] Santimencs af 
Sriendſhip. and Charity high well2d buiore, 


1s 


:Job. C10, 
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isa Leſion that our.corrupt Nature does. not 
underſtand. Sed nunquid oculi tui carnei ſunt, 
aut ſicut videt homo 5+ tu videbis * Is the Hearrt Job. c. 10. 
of God ſo narrow 2 is his Goodnels fo bound- 

ed ? or is his 'Mercy and Patience of fo: fhort 
anextent ? Not lo, faith the Prophet David , P3102. 
Patiens C3 miſericors, fuavis & longanimis Ur mul= 

te mifericordia.. He hath a high and noble Na- 

ture , a large compaſſionate bleeding Heart;a 
long-enduring Patience, he is ever making the 

firſt advance to meet us , to apply Soveraign 
Remedies to our feftred Wounds and- Sores, 

and not only to cleanle us from the odour 

and falth of a wicked Life , but by the vir- 

rue of his holy Grace to render us again wor- 

thy of his Preſence and Favour. 


Yet this is not all ; we have the aflurance- 
of his Word and Proteſtation in every Page 
of Holy Writ , That whoſoever ſhall depart- 
from his wicked ways, and turn unto him, 
he will receive hin» ; At what day foever an txck.c.3.. 
impious man ſhall turn unto me from his impiety , 
his wickedneſs ſhall not hurt him, ſaith our Lord. 
by his Prophet Exekiel:: and again by Iſaiah, © 32-- 
Leave off to do perverſly ,. and then do -you come © _ 
aud. find famt With me if you cath... For if your 


ſos. 
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fins were as red-as Scarlet, they ſhall be made as 
white 4s Snow. © All this Almighty God pro- 
miſeth ; and he cannot but be as good as his 
word-; for all his Attributes Rand as lo ma- 
ny Sureties to ſee it performed ; his Wiſdom 
will not let him err; his Goodneſs cannot des 
ceive us, and his Omnipotency cannot fail in 


| Heb..1.23, the performance. Fidelis eft Deus in iis que 


| Wekcc, 33+ 


repromiſit 3 be is faithful and ſure in whatſoever 


he promifeth. - Seipſum negare na poteſt ; He 
can as ſoon ceaſe to be, as to deny himſelf. 
And yer for a further Evidence of his Fideli- 
ty, he is not content with a bare Promiſe , 
but he adds his Oath; Viva ego, dicit Dominus , 
nolo mortem peccatoris ſed magis, ut convertatur 0 
vivat. He takes a Solemn Oath upon his 
own Life and Being, that as he is a living 
God, he doth not deſire the Death and De: 


'  Airuction of a Sinner , but that he may be 


coyerted and live. Go then and deny that 
your. Cure is paſt remedy, and that the 
Chains of his Love and Charity are not able 
to draw you to him. To me, you will re- 
ply, 'is all this promiſed, who am conſcious 


of no Good, but of Crimes without number; 


who have made a ſport of ſo: many Inſpira- 
tions and ' Calls from Heaven , who being 
; grown 
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grown old in wickedneſs , am come 'now to 
the laſt a&t of my Life? To you, I an- 
{wer, all this is promiſed , and that with a 
thouſand Bleflings , with a Reward propor- 
tionable , nay even though you came at the 
laſt Hour, becauſe his words are words of 
Truth and Lite : Impietas impii non nocebit ei in Ezech. c.33, 
quacungque die converſus fuerit. Ts 


But that there may not remain ſo much as . 

a ſhadow of the leaſt doubt or diffidence, 

behold the ſtrange way this Heavenly Phyſician 

takes to cure our Infirmity, Ad ſanandum gran- 

ys bs dem egrotum , ſaith S. Auguſtine, deſcendit Omni- 
potens Medicus, humiliavit ſe ad mortalem carnem 
tanguam ad lefium egratantis : Almighty God , 

. the Great and Omnipotent Phyſician of our 
Souls, is ſo paſſionately charitable, that. he 
undertakes the Cure himſelf; he viſiteth in 
Perſon the Paticnt , affording him his Corpo» 
ral Preſence in our afſumed Nature ; he doth 
not only preſcribe the Medicine , but will 
ſtand likewiſe to the Coſt of the Cure , and 
that after a ſtrange manner, by taking upon 
him our Infirmities, our Meries and Grief 3 Vere E6ac.53-v.4 
languores noſtros tulit &5 dolores noſtros ipſe porta- 
vit. Weread of Conftantine the Great , to = 
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end he niight be cured from a Leproſy , with 
which for a long time he had been infected, 
by the Advice of his Phyficians, commanded 
a Barh of the Innocent Blood of Children to 
be made, for which he was ſeverely checked; 
and he himſelf acknowledged the Remedy 
to be wicked and deteftable. What Love then 
muſt that be of Chrift our Saviour, who to expel 
from us all vicious and malignant Humours ; 
to free us from' this Spiritual Leproſy, made 
for us a holy Bath of his Sacred Blood. EFf- 
fuſus eſt Sanguis Medici , - et faftum eff Meiica- 
mentum Ifirms;- The- Blood" sf the Phyſician a5 
poured forth, and became a Soveraign Remedy" to 
the Patient ; and all this for no' other- end then 
that our Cure- might be: more eafie; ſpeedy. 
and noble; oO ORD 0G Ln) $45 


Wherefore, ſaith S. John , Filioli fe Tuis ec 
caverit., advocatum habemus apud' Patrem , Teſum 
Chriſtum.  My- Children, if any one hath 
been fo weak as to have-contracted never ſo 
great. Offences, let him not deſpair : beſides a 
Father which be hath in Heaven, and a Fa: 
ther of all Mercies, the hatch :morebver an' Tn- 
terceſſor , a Medjator, 'an Hvicate , who will 
preſent and follow his Petition ; and this Ad- 
VOCate 
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Vocate Is a Jeſus, a Saviour, who having ſpent 
his life for you , will not be ſparing - of his 
words in your behalf, and for. what he 
pleads he will effte& it; for the love and 
reſpe& his Father bears him is ſuch he can 


deny - him nothing. Exauditus eſt pro ſua Re- Heb.c.5.y.7.. 


Terentia; For he who. gave us his only belo- 
ved Son, with him gave us, and will grant 
us all things. Leave then, O Sinner , de- 
{pair to. the damned ; he who happily in- 
tends to change his Life, his paſt Offences , 
hath no greater Oppoſition to the Mercy 
of Chriſt, then a Cobweb to a blaſt of wind. 


Cuid eſt peccatum, (cryeth out S. Chryſoſtome) ad 79min Pale 


Dei miſericordiam * Aranea que Vento flante nuſ- 
quam comparet. I wiſh every one would re- 
turn home with this comfortable Thonghe , 
yet ſtill with this neceffary Caution , that al- 
though the Riches of God's Goodneſs and 


Mercy ( for fo S. Paul ſtyles tem divitias boni- Epheſ, c.2. 


tatis inveſtioabiles divitias) can never be ex- 
banſted 5 yet if we intend to find a pProPorz 
tionable effect, we' muſt: apply this Price , 
apply theſe Merits ro our Souls by a faith- 
ful and. diligent Co-operation. We muſt 
not fool owe ſelves with. that irrational» pers 
ſuaſfion;” Thar Chriſt hathidone all, and chal- 

E 2 lengerh 
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lengeth no further a Concurrence. His Me- 


rits, it 1strue, are ſufficient to. procure a full 
pardon of our Sins, if we repent; he gives 
us Grace abundantly to gain Heaven it we 
co-operate with it; he offers a Price. for our 
Ranlome, if we will take the pains to lay. it 
down for our Delivery. Omnem languentem et 
infirmum ſanat Celeſtis Medicus , (Aug.) mvitum 
non ſanat. This Heavenly Phyſician did not 
live in ſuch Labour, and dye in ſuch Tor- 
ments, to thruſt any one into Heaven againſt 
his will > Our Saviour was reſolved. to cure. 
the Lepers to day in the Goſpel , but with 
this Condition , Ite, oſtendite ves Sacerdotibs : 
Go and ſhew your ſelves unto the Prieſts. 
God's Providence will have man dire&ed, com- 
manded by man, judged by man, and abſol- 
ved by man. But fome are like Naaman the 
Leper, they would have the Prophet ſay the 
word, apply his Hand and Cure; but to lend 


him to the River Jordan, what force more 


in this River then another 2 Nunquid non me- 
liores ſunt fluviiDamaſci omnibus aquis Iſrael ut la- 
ver.in eis & munder : Are not the Rivers of Da- 
maſcus better then all the Waters of Iſrael , that 1 
may be waſhed and cleanſed in them * But hear the 
Anſwer of his Servants ; Si rem grandem m__ | 
M#0Þ1 


the Queen Dowager. 


tibi Propheta, certe facere debueras : If be had com- 
' manded you any great thing , you ought to have done 
it ; but ſeeing it is ſo ſmall, why do you not perform 
it ? My dear Chriſtian Brother , if I had per» 
{waded you any hard matter , ſome long Faſt 
or Penance, you ought to have done it; but 
my only Exhortation is, Oſtendite vos Sacer- 
dotibus, Go caſt your ſelf at the feet of a Prieſt, 
at the Feet of a crucified Jeſus, with Tears of 
a true Repentance, with a Reſolution of 1i- 
ving a more Pious and Chriftian Life, and [ 
queſtion not but that every one, as they res 
turn home from this Sacred Place, by the Vir- 
tue and Merits of Chriſt, will find themſelves 
with the ten Lepers , cleanſed and cored, Er- 
fa8tum eſt dum irent mundati ſunt. Which God: 
of his infinite Goodneſs grant us; In Nomi- 
ne Patris, &C. : 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T the Inſtance of many Eminent Perſons of both 
Churches, Superiours are conſenting that, of 

the Engliſh Sermons Preach'd before Their Majcſties 
ſince the Firſt Sunday of Oftober laſt, ſome be made 
Publick. And becauſe that which open'd the Preach- 
ing at Wirdſor has been much deſfir'd, and the longeſt 
expected, I Preſent the Reader with it in the Fr 
place. The Author bids me Apologize for it as a 


flight Thing run up in haſte ; But fince it was well 
receiv'd, it would be to queſtion the Judgment of 
that moſt Honorable and moſt Learned Auditory, 
to make any Excuſe, or to give it you with any Al- 
terations or Amendment. You have it therefore as 
it was ſpoke, and will be follow'd by others of the 
fame Hand, he hopes, more Corrett. 


